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Brandeis University cuts ties with
Palestinian college

By Matt Rocheleau
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Brandeis University has suspended its decade-old partnership with a Palestinian university after its
president refused to condemn a campus demonstration in which marchers reportedly flashed Nazi
salutes amid banners depicting images of suicide bombers as martyrs.

Brandeis — a nonsectarian, Jewish-sponsored university — said its president, Frederick M. Lawrence,
had asked the head of Al-Quds University in Jerusalem to issue an “unequivocal condemnation” of the
Nov. 5 demonstration. But in a statement released Sunday night, the Arab university’s president, Sari
Nusseibeh, fell short of condemning the demonstrations. Instead, he called the campus “a sacred space
for free and open discussion, the exchange of ideas, and the expression of contradictory views.”
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Parts of Nusseibeh’s statement seemed to be directed at Brandeis and its president.

“These occurrences allow some people to capitalize on events in ways that misrepresent the university as
promoting inhumane, anti-Semitic, fascist, and Nazi ideologies.”

Lawrence responded Monday, calling Nusseibeh’s
statement unacceptable. He said there is a difference
between free speech and hate speech.

“First and foremost, universities should be safe spaces for
a broad range of dialogue, discussion, and debate,”
Lawrence said. “But there are limits, and hate speech has
no place on our campus. While we have an unwavering
commitment to open dialogue, we cannot turn a blind
eye to intolerance.”

Brandeis officials said the suspension of the partnership
is effective immediately, but that the university could reevaluate its relationship with Al-Quds “based on

future events.”

The controversy is the latest example of how passions about the Middle East run deep on the Waltham
campus. In 2006, for example, college officials removed paintings by Palestinian youths from an
exhibition in the Brandeis library, saying the art depicted only one side of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.

The Al-Quds partnership, which began formally in 2003 and has roots dating back to 1997, has featured
faculty, administrative, and student exchanges designed to foster cultural understanding and provide
educational opportunities.

The rally at the Palestinian school involved demonstrators “raising the traditional Nazi salute,”
according to Brandeis.

PRINT REPRINTS E-MAIL SHARE |:|

E ARTICLE COMMENTS (2)

Learn more

http://www.bostonglobe.com/.../2013/11/20/brandeis-suspends-partnership-with-palestinian-college/\VVu7AN45vuyhMcLPC7EjoiM/story.html[2/9/2014 10:22:02 PM]


http://digitalaccess.bostonglobe.com/da/2/1?eglobe_rc=WW111927&globe_rc=WW111945
http://www.bostonglobe.com/insiders
http://bostonglobe.tellapal.com/m/1971522056
http://epaper.bostonglobe.com/
http://nieonline.com/bostonglobe/


http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/11/20/brandeis-suspends-partnership-with-palestinian-college/Vu7AN45vuyhMcLPC7EjoiM/comments.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2013/11/20/brandeis-suspends-partnership-with-palestinian-college/Vu7AN45vuyhMcLPC7EjoiM/comments.html
javascript:print();
javascript:print();
http://www.globereprints.com/
http://www.globereprints.com/

Brandeis suspends partnership with Palestinian college - Metro - The Boston Globe

MY ACCOUNT CONTACT SOCIAL MORE
LOGOUT HELP FACEBOOK ARCHIVES
a MY SAVED LIST FAQS TWITTER PRIVACY POLICY
MANAGE HOME DELIVERY GLOBE NEWSROOM GOOGLE+ TERMS OF SERVICE
ADVERTISE TERMS OF PURCHASE
WORK HERE

© 2014 BOSTON GLOBE MEDIA PARTNERS, LLC

http://www.bostonglobe.com/.../2013/11/20/brandeis-suspends-partnership-with-palestinian-college/\VVu7AN45vuyhMcLPC7EjoiM/story.html[2/9/2014 10:22:02 PM]


http://www.bostonglobe.com/logout
http://www.bostonglobe.com/mysaved
http://www.bostonglobe.com/mysaved
https://www.bostonglobe.com/eom/SysConfig/WebPortal/BostonGlobe/Framework/regi/mc-login.jsp?redirect=manage
http://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/home
http://bostonglobe.custhelp.com/app/answers/list
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/stafflist
http://services.bostonglobe.com/advertiser/default.aspx
http://www.facebook.com/globe
https://twitter.com/#!/BostonGlobe
https://plus.google.com/108227564341535363126/about
https://secure.pqarchiver.com/boston-sub/no_default.html?ss=1&url=%2Fboston-sub%2Fadvancedsearch.html
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/privacy
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-service
http://www.bostonglobe.com/tools/help/terms-purchase
https://services.bostonglobe.com/aboutus/career/default.aspx?id=7098

	bostonglobe.com
	Brandeis suspends partnership with Palestinian college - Metro - The Boston Globe


	xQQzdFam9pTS9zdG9yeS5odG1sAA==: 
	form1: 
	button3: 
	input3: 
	search: Search
	button3_(1): 




